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patient effort which must be made during peaceful times.
The would-be member of a peace brigade should come into
close touch and cultivate acquaintance with the so-called
goonda element in his vicinity. He should know all and be
known to all and win the hearts of all by his living and
selfless service. No section should be regarded as too con-
temptible or mean to mix with. Goondas do not drop from
the sky, nor do they spring from the earth like evil spirits.
They are the product of social disorganization, and society
is therefore responsible for their existence. In other words,
they should be looked upon as a symptom of curruption
in our body politic. To remove the disease we must first
discover the underlying cause. To find the remedy will
then be a comparatively easy task. So far we have not
even attempted a proper beginning. -But it ^s never too
late to mend. It is enough that we are at last alive to the
necessity of it. We have now to follow it up with prompt
action. Let everyone who is interested make a prompt
beginning in his own neighbourhood. The difficulty men-
tioned by my correspondent will automatically resolve
itself, if we proceed with our effort in the right spirit.
Sevagram, 9-9-'4O

Harijan, 15-9-1940
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SPEECH AT THE A. I. G. C.

[Here   is   the   full    text" of Gandhiji's English speech at the

A. I. G. C. meeting in Bombay   on    15th September.   It   is   revised

by Gandhiji and is thus an authorized version.                         M. D.}

I know that you have listened to me with the greatest

patience.  I am specially grateful to you today, for the

simple reason that I have said many things which may

have displeased you. But it was never my intention to

displease those whom I want to harness for the great work

that lies before you and before me. I have to speak to you

at length because I have to shoulder this burden. I have

not come with a prepared speech at all. The thoughts will

come as I proceed.